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LOCAL STUDENT WINS MERRIAM-FRONTIER AWARD FOR POETRY 
MISSOULA —
Michael Umphrey, a University of Montana graduate student in 
creative writing, has won UM's sixth Merriam-Frontier Award for 
his most recent manuscript of poems.
Umphrey, a part-time ambulance driver and paramedic, lives 
with his wife and five children in St. Ignatius. Before coming 
to UM, he taught English at schools in St. Ignatius and 
Castleford, Idaho.
"The Lit Window," Umphrey's first collection of poetry, was 
published in 1987 in Cleveland State University's poetry series. 
In addition, his poems have appeared in many literary magazines.
The Merriam-Frontier Award includes $250, publication of 
the manuscript and its distribution throughout the Northwest. 
Copies will be available in local bookstores.
H. G. Merriam, longtime UM professor and professor emeritus 
of English until his death in 1980, established the award to 
recognize the work of outstanding student writers at UM. Merriam 
edited the quarterly journal "Frontier" and helped start many 
now-famous writers in their careers.
Contributions to the Merriam-Frontier Award may be made 
through the UM Foundation, P.O. Box 7159, Missoula, MT 59807; 
phone 243-2593.
